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Comment Response 
1 FAA concurs with the Department’s comments regarding the location 

and acreage of wetlands impacts as a result of the proposed OMP 
(Alternative C).  The FAA notes that Alternative C has been identified 
as the preferred alternative within Section 3.7 of the Final EIS. 
 
In accordance with the NEPA process, the FAA makes its decision in a 
Record of Decision (ROD).  The ROD may not be issued until a 
minimum of 30 days following the issuance of the Final EIS.  FAA will 
ensure that its decision-maker is fully apprised of all comments 
pertaining to both the Draft and Final EIS’s.  All issues will be taken 
into account prior to the issuance of a ROD.  Although the FAA has 
released a schedule indicating a ROD will be issued in September 2005, 
the FAA will not issue a ROD until the Agency’s decision-maker is 
satisfied that all comments submitted as a result of the Draft and Final 
EIS or during public review have been thoroughly evaluated and 
satisfactorily addressed. 
 
 

2 FAA concurs with and appreciates the Department’s comment 
providing agreement with the assessment in the Draft EIS regarding 
the functional values of the wetlands and waters of the U.S. 
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Comment Response 
3 The FAA notes the Department’s comment indicating a lack of 

objection to the issuance of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permit 
with respect to the filling of wetlands at the Airport.   
 
The FAA notes the Department’s concurrence that the proposed project 
meets the avoidance and minimization criteria for impacts to wetland 
resources. 
 

4 The FAA appreciates the interest of the Department and its 
identification of staff to assist the FAA on this project. 
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Comment Response 
1 The FAA notes and appreciates the Department’s comments with 

regard to the Draft EIS’s assessment that there are no state threatened 
and endangered species that would be impacted by the project. 
 

2 The FAA notes and appreciates the Department’s  comments on the 
City of Chicago’s wetland mitigation proposal.  Detailed information 
regarding the City of Chicago’s wetland mitigation proposal can be 
found in both Section 5.12 and Chapter 7 of the EIS. 
 

3 The FAA appreciates the Department’s comments on the Draft EIS and 
looks forward to working with the agency in the future. 
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Comment Response 
1 Comment noted. 

 
2 Comment noted.  The FAA has identified Alternative C (City of 

Chicago’s proposal) as the Preferred Alternative, see Chapter 3, 
Section 3.7.   
 
In accordance with the NEPA process, the FAA makes its decision in a 
Record of Decision (ROD).  The ROD may not be issued until a 
minimum of 30 days following the issuance of the Final EIS.  FAA will 
ensure that its decision-maker is fully apprised of all comments 
pertaining to both the Draft and Final EIS’s.  All issues will be taken 
into account prior to the issuance of a ROD.  Although the FAA has 
released a schedule indicating a ROD will be issued in September 2005, 
the FAA will not issue a ROD until the Agency’s decision-maker is 
satisfied that all comments submitted as a result of the Draft and Final 
EIS or during public review have been thoroughly evaluated and 
satisfactorily addressed. 
 
The FAA notes IDOT’s restatement of Governor Blagojevich’s State 
from the State address, in which he stated that, “[w]e have to expand 
O’Hare Airport, and nothing should stand in its way.” 
 

3 The FAA would like to thank IDOT for their comments on the Draft 
EIS. 
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Comment Response 
1 Comment noted. 

 
2 The FAA notes and appreciates the IEPA’s comment regarding the City’s 

commitment to incorporate strategies intended to reduce emissions from 
construction and operation of the O’Hare Modernization Program 
(Alternative C). 
 
The commitments made by the City regarding the emission reduction 
measures can be found in Section 5.6 of the Final EIS. 
 

3 The description of the PM10 nonattainment area was revised to include 
the Lake Calumet area in southern Cook County as per IEPA’s 
suggestion. 
 
FAA notes, however, that the Airport is neither partially nor wholly 
encompassed within the Lake Calumet PM10 nonattainment area. 
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Comment Response 
4 The Draft EIS was produced prior to the time that the USEPA made the 

designations for PM2.5.  The Final EIS was updated to reflect this new 
standard and the designations for the Chicago area.     
 

5 The data in Table 5.6-6 was revised with assistance from the IEPA.  It 
should be noted that, along with data from the Chicago-Sears Tower, 
certain other monitoring locations and monitors were determined by 
the IEPA to not be suitable for consideration in summarizing measured 
air pollutants as the measurements from these sites/from the monitors 
do not appropriately represent regional conditions. 
 

6 The data in Table 5.6-6 was revised with assistance from the IEPA.  It 
should be noted that certain other monitoring locations and monitors 
were determined by the IEPA to not be suitable for consideration in 
summarizing measured air pollutants as the measurements from these 
sites/from the monitors do not appropriately represent regional 
conditions. 
 

7 The data in Table 5.6-6 was revised with assistance from the IEPA.  It 
should be noted that, along with data from the Lyons Township, 
certain other monitoring locations and monitors were determined by 
the IEPA to not be suitable for consideration in summarizing measured 
air pollutants as the measurements from these sites/from the monitors 
do not appropriately represent regional conditions. 
 

8 The data in Table 5.6-6 was updated to summarize data for the years 
2000 through 2004 with assistance from the IEPA.  
 

9 The data in Table I-6 was revised to provide the number of air 
monitoring sites (not the previously summarized number of monitors).  
The USEPA’s AirData indicates that there was only one site at which 
acetaldehyde was monitored within Cook and DuPage counties in the 
year 1995 and 1996 (1000 E. Ohio). 
 

10 The data in Table I-6 was revised to provide the number of air 
monitoring sites (not the previously summarized number of monitors).  
The USEPA’s AirData indicates that there were four sites at which 
arsenic and nickel were measured in 2004 within Cook and DuPage 
counties. 
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Comment Response 
11 The data in Table I-6 was revised to provide the number of air 

monitoring sites (not the previously summarized number of monitors).  
The USEPA’s AirData indicates that there was only one site at which 
benzene was monitored within Cook and DuPage counties in the year 
1996 (1000 E. Ohio). 
 

12 The data in Table I-6 was revised to provide the number of air 
monitoring sites (not the previously summarized number of monitors).  
The USEPA’s AirData indicates that there was only site at which 
formaldehyde was monitored within Cook and DuPage counties in the 
years 1995 and 1996 (1000 E. Ohio) and two sites in the years 1997 
through 1999 (1000 E. Ohio and 750 Dundee Road). 
 

13 FAA notes IEPA’s comment that, “[a]lthough the NEPA does not require 
an analysis of fine particulate matter or hazardous air pollutant 
emissions for a Draft EIS, we commend the FAA for including such 
estimates for the proposed construction and operation of the O’Hare 
Modernization Program.”   
 
Additionally, in response to this comment and others, FAA has included 
project-related PM2.5 emissions.  See Section 5.6 of the Final EIS.   
 

14 The City of Chicago has committed to several emission reduction 
measures which would reduce emissions of PM2.5 and hazardous air 
pollutants.  See Section 5.6 of the Final EIS. 
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Comment Response 
15 The comments regarding the feasibility of wetland mitigation sites are 

noted.  The City is continuing its efforts to identify feasible mitigation 
sites within Cook County and is working with the US Army Corps of 
Engineers and the FAA to finalize a mitigation plan.  See also the 
responses to USEPA letter, document number 050406_01, response to 
comments 23-26 on page U.2-19, of Section U.2 of this appendix.  
Substantial additional detail on wetlands mitigation is provided in 
Section 5.12 of the Final EIS. 
 

16 The FAA appreciates IEPA’s comments and looks forward to 
continuing to work with IEPA as the Agency continues with the 
project. 
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